
 

 

 

 

TO:  Howard County Employees 

 

FROM: Lonnie R. Robbins 

  Chief Administrative Officer 

 

SUBJECT: Howard County Government Not Participating in Suspension of Social Security  

Tax Withholding 

 

DATE:  September 3, 2020 

 

This communication was sent via global email to all Howard County employees on Thursday, 

September 3, 2020 at 11:10 a.m. 

 

Dear Colleagues: 

 

On Aug. 28, the IRS issued Notice 2020-65, allowing employers to suspend the withholding and paying 

to the IRS eligible employees' Social Security payroll taxes, as part of COVID-19 relief. The suspension 

period runs from September. 1 through December 31, 2020 and applies only to employees whose wages 

are less than $4,000 for a biweekly pay period, including salaried workers earning less than $104,000 per 

year. 

 

Employers that suspend collection of employees' payroll tax would then be required to collect additional 

amounts from workers' paychecks from Jan. 1 through April 30 the following (next) year to repay the tax 

obligation. 

 

Howard County Government is not participating in the suspension of the withholding of Social Security 

payroll taxes during this allowable period as employees would be required to repay any suspended payroll 

taxes in the following year. 

 

If you have any questions regarding this payroll provision, please contact the Office of Finance, Payroll 

Bureau at payroll@howardcountymd.gov. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.irs.gov%2Fpub%2Firs-drop%2Fn-20-65.pdf&data=02%7C01%7Cdwilson%40howardcountymd.gov%7C9ab202d93b164919b15608d8501b6af0%7C0538130803664bb7a95b95304bd11a58%7C1%7C0%7C637347426160945441&sdata=%2F1qTLJMWnJWNVuPhcT0K0%2BYW8g0um1BRE7DKq03Bwno%3D&reserved=0
mailto:payroll@howardcountymd.gov

